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IN MEMORY OF MARY COOPER 

STRINGER 

HON. CHARLES W. ‘‘CHIP’’ PICKERING 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to a remarkable lady, and con-
stituent of mine from the Third District, Mrs. 
Mary Cooper Stringer, who passed away on 
Friday January 15, 1999, in Forest, Mis-
sissippi, following a short illness. The Mis-
sissippi State Senate adjourned January 18, 
1999, in her honor. 

Mrs. Stringer, along with her husband Rob-
ert P. ‘‘Bob’’ Stringer, lived in the Forest com-
munity for the past 40 years and was actively 
involved in community and local affairs. She 
was a graduate of Mississippi State College 
for Women, a member of the Eastern Star, 
and worked for the Pentagon after graduating 
from college. 

When not doting on her husband, Mrs. 
Stringer was cheering and backing her favorite 
team, the Mississippi State Bulldogs and striv-
ing to make her hometown the best it could 
be. Mrs. Stringer’s first love was her husband 
Bob, their two daughters, Jean and Anne and 
their two sons, Robert and Johnny, along with 
their 13 grandchildren and one great grand-
son. 

Mrs. Stringer was a very astute business-
woman and a close friend of my predecessor 
Congressman G.V. ‘‘Sonny’’ Montgomery. She 
was very helpful and active in the planning of 
the Annual Montgomery Hunters Stew which 
Bob hosted for Congressman Montgomery 
each January, for the past 22 years. Mr. 
Stringer served on the Forest Board of Alder-
man for four terms before his retirement in 
June 1997. 

The legacy that Mrs. Stringer leaves behind 
will be very hard to emulate. She was a much 
admired lady. I extend my sympathy to her 
husband ‘‘Bob’’, and other family members 
while expressing my appreciation and that of 
every citizen of the 3rd District for her life of 
service. 

f

A TRIBUTE TO FRED STARRH 

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I want to join 
my friends in Kern County who share a mutual 
goal of improving educational opportunities in 
our schools, as we honor one of our finest 
friends, Fred Starrh, a man devoted to helping 
his neighbors, a man always willing to do the 
hard work, a man whose pride in his country 
is visible to everyone he meets. Tonight we 
honor one aspect of this man’s accomplish-
ments—his achievements and commitment to 
thousands of Kern County high school stu-
dents during his tenure as a trustee of the 
Kern High School District. 

As a trustee and Past President, Fred 
Starrh has devoted a tremendous amount of 
time and effort to preparing Kern County’s 

children for their future. Those who have 
worked with Fred know he puts his all into 
every project he takes on. His service on the 
Board of Trustees is a testament to his char-
acter and devotion to all the families in Kern 
County who have sent their children to Kern 
high schools. Fred Starrh served us all well by 
watching over the myriad issues that come be-
fore those entrusted with the management of 
the education provided to our kids during the 
critically important four years of high school 
study. 

I know people from all over the United 
States who rely on Fred Starrh’s advice and 
counsel. Fred has friends everywhere, and 
years of working together make me honored 
to be included among them. Few people are 
as dedicated and as much fun to work with as 
we all know Fred Starrh to be. 

f

RECOGNITION OF VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION WEEK 

HON. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR. 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize national and local ef-
forts in vocational education and career prepa-
ration training. I commend the American Voca-
tional Association for designating February 
14–20, as Vocational Education Week. The 
over 14 million students and 26,000 institu-
tions that are dedicated to betterment through 
career education deserve our recognition and 
support throughout the year. 

Regional occupation programs in my district 
and throughout the country provide students 
with stronger skills and increased learning op-
portunities. They enhance both the education 
and employment prospects of our young peo-
ple and help build a strong, well-trained work-
force. 

Vocational education makes a proven dif-
ference in lives of students who might not oth-
erwise have access to targeted education and 
skills training. It opens doors to opportunities 
for productive futures. I am proud of the work 
done in my community, and I would like to 
recognize the hard-working students and dedi-
cated staff in the Inland Empire who make vo-
cational education a success. They are to be 
commended for their role in strengthening 
both individual lives and our community as a 
whole. 

f

SALINAS VALLEY MEMORIAL 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM—HELP-
ING TO LEAD CHINA TO BETTER 
HEALTH CARE 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 2, 1999

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to inform you and all our House col-
leagues of the magnificent contributions to 
international health care by the Salinas Valley 
Memorial Health Care System (SVMH). 

Through the efforts of SVMH, two cities in 
China, Kunming in the Province of Yunnan, 
and Chengdu in the Province of Sichuan, will 
receive the best in advanced medical training 
services and the best high-tech equipment to 
better serve the Health care needs of the Chi-
nese people. 

SVMH has long been on the cutting edge of 
technology in Health care services. Located in 
Salinas in my Central California Coast district, 
SVMH has developed state-of-the-art heart 
and cardiac health services. It works in tan-
dem with NASA in using high-resolution equip-
ment to uncover the secrets of the human 
health system. It also has established a long-
term Health care facility for senior care that 
scores high marks by the health care industry. 

Because of SVMH’s expertise and experi-
ence, it has reached out to the international 
community to help. China, with the largest 
population on earth and yet some of the most 
remote and underserved populations, was a 
key target for assistance. Partnering with As-
sist International Rotary International Mar-
quette Medical Services, SVMH will send a 
team of doctors and professional staff to 
Chengdu, China and Kunming, China today. 
This international team of hope will—

Donate and install $1 million worth of high-
tech medical equipment in the Yunnan Red 
Cross Hospital in Kunming and The First Med-
ical School, The First University Hospital, 
West China University of Medical Sciences in 
Chengdu; 

Educate and train the medical staff of both 
hospitals on the latest technologies and prac-
tices utilized by our physicians in the treat-
ment of heart-related illnesses and proce-
dures; 

Interact with the citizenry of the community 
in order to demonstrate American willingness 
to share high tech medical information and 
technology. 

This partnership, Mr. Speaker, is important 
for a number of reasons. First, it is critical to 
recognize that despite all other political machi-
nations between the U.S. and China, there is 
one very important issue upon which leaders 
of both countries agree: that Health care is es-
sential to quality of life. In that regard, SVMH, 
the Rotary International, Assist International 
and Marquette Medical Services have served 
as ambassadors extraordinaire to unify our 
two countries. 

Second, this partnership is important be-
cause through the efforts of SVMH and others, 
we are establishing a firm working relationship 
with our Chinese counterparts—one that will 
indirectly benefit the relationship between the 
U.S. and China, but that will also directly ben-
efit the Chinese people through the delivery of 
more and better Health care services. In this 
regard, the Yunnan Red Cross Hospital and 
the West China University of Medical Sciences 
deserve special recognition and praise for 
their commitment to improve Health care prac-
tices and their dedication to the pursuit of new 
knowledge in the field of medicine. 

Mr. Speaker, and Members of the House, I 
urge you today to stand in honor of the Sali-
nas Valley Memorial Health Care System and 
their partners in international Health care, the 
Yunnan Red Cross Hospital, the West China 
University of Medical Sciences, Assist Inter-
national, Rotary International and Marquette 
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